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POLICY 5.1815

4-B | recommend the Board adopt the proposed new Policy 5.1815, to be entitled
“Student Suspension.”

[Contact: Ann Killets, 649-6888.]
Adoption CONSENT ITEM

This new Policy provides uniform guidelines for school administrators regarding criteria and
procedures for out-of-school suspensions and homework consequences.

Information on homework requirements and credit for homework and projects during suspension
is included in Section (10), similar to direction provided at an A&S forum and discussed at the
Board's special Policy meetings on May 24 and June 28, 2004. The recommendation is further
clarified here to reflect: up to a maximum of 59% credit for homework completed during
suspension; but up to full 100% credit for semester and nine-weeks exams and major class
projects timely made up after a suspension.

This final version includes some minor amendments mentioned at the February Policy meeting:
the word “consequence” is used instead of “penalty” at line 89; and lines 14-15 were added to
reflect the Superintendent's authority under Fla. Stat. §1006.08(1) to extend a suspension
beyond 10 days when “school board action on a recommendation for the expulsion of [the]
student is pending . . . if [the] suspension period expires before the next regular or special
meeting of the district school board.”

As requested by the Board on June 28, the Florida Attorney General rendered an advisory legal
opinion, AGO 2004-56, on November 23, 2004 on the issues of:

1) whether imposing an academic penalty upon make-up work completed during, or after, a
suspension would be inconsistent with the requirement of grading behavior and academics
separately? [Attorney General's answer: no, it would not be inconsistent: “as long as the
school district clearly depicts and grades for [academics and behavior], there is nothing to
preclude the school board from adopting a policy to impose academic penalties for make-
up work during an unexcused absence. . . .7;

2) how much academic penalty is required by FLA. STAT. § 1003.26(1)(a) for work that is
allowed to be made up during, or after, an unexcused absence? [Attorney General's
answer: the statute does not actually require any penalty, but it allows the Board to set a
penalty; the degree of penalty is a decision for the Board, upon recommendation of the
Superintendent, under its home-rule powers.]; and

3) when may full credit be given under FLA. STAT. 8§ 1003.26(1)(a) for work made up after a
suspension or for homework that is assigned to be completed during a suspension
pursuant to section 1003.01(5)(a)? [Attorney General's answer: the statute does not set
these boundaries; the Board can determine it (upon recommendation of the
Superintendent) by Policy under its home-rule powers.]
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Legal Signoff:

The Legal Department has reviewed proposed Policy 5.1815 and finds it legally sufficient
for development by the Board.

Attorney Date



