
What does it take to go to 

College?

College Readiness for 

Athletes



What is required to Graduate 

From High School?



Palm Beach County High School 
Graduation Requirements 

for the Class of 2012

24 Credits Total:
4 Credits of English
4 Credits of Mathematics

Including Algebra.  Four required math credits must be 
earned in grades 9-12.  High school credit earned in 
middle school is used in GPA calculation and may be used 
towards the math requirements for graduation. 

3 Credits of Science
Includes 1 credit in Biology and 1 credit in a Physical 
Science & 1 Science Elective

Credits of Social Studies
Includes 1 credit in World History, 1 credit in American 
History, ½ credit in Economics and ½ credit in American 
Government



Graduation Requirements cont.

½ Credit of Physical Education
Students who participate in marching band activities 
may satisfy the .5 credit of physical education by 
earning a “C” or higher in a Band or Eurhythmics 
course.

½ Credit of Personal Fitness

1 Credit of Practical Art or Fine Art Elective
8  Credits of Electives

20 Hours of Community Service!  



2012 Graduation Requirements

 24 credits 

 Pass FCAT Reading 
and Math

 GPA = 2.0

 20 Hours of 
Community Service



New Assessment Graduation 

Requirements after 2013

9th GRADE (Class of 2015)
Algebra I (must pass EOC)
Geometry (EOC not a grad req – counts 30% of grade)
Biology (EOC not a grad req- counts 30% of grade)
FCAT Reading
.5 credit from online course

10th GRADE (Class of 2014)
Algebra I (EOC not a grad req – counts 30% of grade)
Geometry (EOC not a grad req)
FCAT Reading

11th GRADE (Class of 2013)
FCAT Reading
FCAT Math

12th GRADE (Class of 2012)
FCAT Reading
FCAT Math



COLLEGE READY SCORES

 SAT: Verbal 440; Math 440

 ACT: Eng 17; Read 18; Math 19

 CPT: Read Comp 83; Sentence Skills 
83; Elementary Algebra 72

 PERT:  104-150 Reading, 99-150 
Writing, & 123-150 Math 



What is required to be admitted 

to a 4 year University ?



College Admission Requirements

 The SUS will no longer use a sliding scale. Beginning with summer 2011 admits and 
thereafter, the minimum requirements are:

 3.0 recalculated GPA + SAT or ACT 

 OR

 2.5-2.99 recalculated GPA + at least the minimum scores on all 3 sections of SAT or ACT:

 SAT – Reading – 460 ACT – Reading – 19

 SAT Math - 460 ACT – Math - 19

 SAT Writing - 440 ACT English/Writing – 18

 All students must have completed:

 4 credits English

 3 credits Science

 3 credits Social Science

 2 credits same Foreign Language (if 1 yr high school + 1 yr college dual 

enrollment, college course must be at least 2nd level)

 4 credits Math, algebra I and above- must have a math beyond Algebra 2!

 2 credits Additional academic credits 

 Total of 18 academic units

 Note: Note: Liberal Arts Math and Informal Geometry are never accepted for university 
admissions.     Per Fl. DOE website.



College Matrix



SAT VS. ACT
 All schools will accept either! Always check the colleges’ 

website to see how they use SAT & ACT test scores.
 Most colleges will use your highest composite score for the 

SAT.  This practice is called Super scoring.  
 Most colleges do not super score the ACT, however this is 

changing.  UF does not super score, but FSU, UM, FAU, 
USF, as well as some elite schools such as MIT, Penn State, 
Brown, do.  

 Most students test more than once – average 2 to 3 times!
 SAT – Aptitude Test-Reading, Math, & Writing 
 ACT – Achievement Test – English, Reading, Math, Science, 

& Writing



Bright Futures Scholarship 

Update



The Bright Futures Program

The Bright Futures Program offers 3 levels of 
scholarship awards:
The Florida Academic Scholar – FAS
The Florida Medallion Scholar – FMS
The Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars – GSV

• Students must complete a FAFSA in order to 
be eligible.

 It is your students’ job to know and meet the 
requirements of the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship 
Program! (per the FDOE website)

The program and award amounts can change yearly and 
are dependent on the state legislature!



Florida Academic Scholar

 Public Institution-an amount approximately equal to 100% of tuition (actually less)
 Private institution- Fixed amount based on approximately 100% of the average tuition  covered 

at a comparable Florida public institution.

 Grade Point Average:  3.5 weighted GPA using the credits listed below, combined with the test 
scores and community service hours listed below.

 Required Credits:  Courses must include 16 credits  of college preparatory academic classes
4 English (3 with substantial writing)

 4 Mathematics (Algebra I and above – must also have a math beyond Algebra II)
 3 Natural Science (2 with substantial lab)
 3 Social Science
 2 Foreign Language (in the same language)
 Total of 16 Credits  May use up to two additional credits from courses in the academic listed 

above and/or AP, IB or AICE fine arts course to raise GPA

 Community Service- 100 hours

 Test Scores:  1270 SAT I (based on the combined Critical Reading and Math Sections only) or 
28 ACT (excluding the writing section)



Florida Medallion Scholarship
Public Institution-an amount approximately equal to 75% of tuition (100% if used at a 

community college)
Private institution- Fixed amount based on 75% of the average tuition and fees covered at 

a comparable Florida public institution prorated by terms and hours

Grade Point Average:  3.0 weighted GPA

Required Credits:  Courses must include 16 credits  of college preparatory academic classes
4 English (3 with substantial writing)
4 Mathematics (Algebra I and above- math beyond Algebra2)
3 Natural Science (2 with substantial lab)
3 Social Science
2 Foreign Language (in the same language)
Total of 16 Credits  May use up to two additional credits from courses in the academic 

listed above and/or AP, IB or AICE fine arts course to raise GPA

Community Service- 75 hours
Test scores:  Combined score of 980 SAT Reasoning Test (Critical Reading and Math 

sections only) or a 21 composite score on the ACT (excluding the writing section) for a 
2012 graduate!



Gold Seal Vocational

 Award Level - *Amounts will differ at quarter or clock hour institutions
 Public Institution - an amount approximately equal to 75% of tuition.
 Private Institution - Fixed award amount based on 75% of the average tuition and fees covered at a comparable 

Florida public institution prorated by term and hours.
 Grade Point Average (GPA) – (Note: GPAs are not rounded.)
 3.0 weighted GPA using the 16 core credits required for high school graduation with a 4-year diploma (listed below), 

and a 3.5 unweighted GPA in a minimum of three vocational credits in one vocational program, and test scores 
listed below.

 Required Credits

 See the Comprehensive Course Table to identify courses that count toward each award level
 Credits must be in the 16 core credits required for high school graduation with a 4-year diploma.
 4 English
 4 Mathematics
 3 Natural Science
 3 Social Science (Am. History, World History, Am. Govt. and Economics)
 1 Practical Arts; OR 1 Performing Arts; OR .5 credit in each
 .5 Personal Fitness
 .5 Physical Education 
 Total of 16 Credits
 Plus a minimum of three Vocational Job-Preparatory or Technology Education Program credits in one vocational 

program
 Community Service – 30 hours
 Test Scores
 SAT or ACT. Composite scores are not accepted. A student must qualify on the ACT alone, the SAT alone or the CPT 

alone.  Test types cannot be combined.
 CPT:  Reading 83, Sentence Skills 83, Algebra 72; SAT Critical Reading 440, Math 440; ACT English 17, Reading 18 

Math 19

http://www.firn.edu/doe/bin00072/prvtdisb.htm
http://www.firn.edu/doe/bin00072/prvtdisb.htm
http://www.firn.edu/doe/bin00072/prvtdisb.htm
http://www.firn.edu/doe/bin00072/prvtdisb.htm
http://www.firn.edu/doe/bin00072/prvtdisb.htm
http://www.firn.edu/doe/bin00072/prvtdisb.htm
http://www.firn.edu/doe/bin00072/courses.htm
http://www.firn.edu/doe/bin00072/csrequire.htm
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/about.html
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/about.html
http://www.act.org/
http://www.act.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/about.html


Upcoming Test Score Requirements 

for Bright Futures: 



2011 – 12 Award Amounts per 

Credit Hour for Bright Futures



NCAA Eligibility Center

 The NCAA Eligibility Center is responsible 
for determining a student athlete’s 
academic eligibility for athletic participation 
in NCAA sanctioned inter-institutional 
competition in their first year of college 
enrollment.

 Students wishing to participate at the 
Division I or Division II level must register!  



Registration

Who?
Any student wishing to play competitive sports in 

college at the division 1 or 2 level.
When?
Spring Semester of your Junior year (grade 11)

Where?

www.ncaaeligibilitycenter.org

http://www.ncaaeligibilitycenter.org/


Student Registration Steps

 Section1) Student Information
 Section 2) Current High School information
 Section 3) Previous H.S. information
 Section 4) PIN (personal identification number)
 Section 5) Preferred communication method
 Section 6) Pay Fee (or Fee waiver)
 Section 7) Authorization signature
 Section 8) Transcript request form to guidance









Core Courses



Core Course Facts

 What is a Core Course?

 NCAA legislation guides the NCAA Eligibility Center staff 
in its review of core courses. This legislation requires that 
a course meet the following standards:

 A core course must be an academic course that receives 
high school graduation credit in one or a combination of 
these areas: English, mathematics, natural/physical 
science,

 social science, foreign language, comparative religion or 
philosophy;

 Four-year college preparatory;

 At or above your high school’s regular academic level;

 Algebra I or higher in the math area;

 Taught by a qualified instructor.



Core Course GPA

 How is the Core GPA Calculated?

 The Eligibility Center calculates the grade-point average of a 
student’s core courses on a 4.000 scale. The best grades from 
a student’s NCAA core courses will be used to satisfy the core 
course requirements. Grades from additional core courses will 
be used only if the grades improve a student’s core GPA.

 To determine points earned for each course, multiply the points 
for the grade by the amount of credit earned. A=4, B=3, C=2, 
D=1

 Remember, the Eligibility Center does not use plus or minus 
grades when calculating core course GPA. For example, 
grades of B+, B and B- will all be worth 3 quality points each.

 If your high school uses a numeric scale, you need to provide a 
conversion to a letter grade and communicate that to the 
Eligibility Center if you have not already done so.



GPA calculation

 Examples of total quality point calculation:
 · An A grade (4 points) for a trimester course (0.34 units): 4 points x 0.34 units = 1.36
 total quality points
 · An A grade (4 points) for a semester course (0.50 units): 4 points x 0.50 units = 2.00
 total quality points
 · An A grade (4 points) for a full-year course (1.00 units): 4 points x 1.00 units = 4.00
 quality points
 Calculate the Overall Grade-Point Average
 To calculate the estimated core-course grade-point average, divide the total number 

of points for all core courses by the total number of core-course units completed.
 Weighted Grades
 The NCAA rules state that weighted grades may be used by the NCAA Eligibility 

Center under the following conditions:
 · Weighting may be applied to courses whose titles indicate they are honors, AP/IB, or
 advanced.
 · A maximum of 1.00 quality point may be assigned.
 · The weighted grades are calculated as part of the student’s overall grade-point 

average.



SAT/ACT

 Minimum Test Scores
 In Division I, there is a sliding scale of test score and GPA. 
 In Division II, there is a minimum test-score requirement 

of 820 on the SAT (critical reading and math only), or 68 
sum score on the ACT.

 Official Test Scores
 Test scores must be reported directly to the Eligibility 

Center from the ACT or SAT. Test scores will not be taken 
off transcripts or from a student score report. When the 
student registers for the SAT or ACT, remind them to 
include the Eligibility Center code of 9999 so the test 
comes directly to the Eligibility Center at no extra charge. 
Remember that if a student takes the SAT or ACT multiple 
times, NCAA rules require that all scores must be reported 
the Eligibility Center.



SAT/ACT Score calculation

 Multiple SAT or ACT Scores
 The Eligibility Center will mix and match scores to achieve 

the best result. For example, if a student takes the SAT 
more than once, the Eligibility Center will use the best sub 
score (critical reading and math) from different test dates 
to meet the minimum test-score requirements. The same 
would be true for ACT. The Eligibility Center will use the 
best English, math, reading and science sub scores from 
different test dates to get the student the best result.

 Here is an example:
 Math Critical Reading Total Score
 SAT (10-09) 350 470 820
 SAT (12-09) 420 440 860
 Scores Used 420 470 890
 Bold indicates best score.



College Visits at Park Vista

The following colleges will be visiting Park Vista High School:

 Florida State University on Thursday September 1st at 10:00am. (A)
 The University of Florida on Thursday September 15th at 10:45am. (A)
 The University of Alabama on Thursday September 15th at 11:45am (MCR)
 Florida Atlantic University on Wednesday September 21st at 10:30am (A)
 Florida Institute of Technology on Tuesday September 27th at 1:00pm (MCR)
 The University of Tampa on Friday September 30th at 8:00am. (MCR)
 The University of South Florida Friday September 30th at 10:00am (A)
 The University Of Massachusetts, Amherst October 3rd at 8:15am (MCR)
 Emory University on Wednesday October 5th at 11:00am. (MCR)
 Ohio Wesleyan University on Wednesday October 19th at 11:00am (MCR)
 The University of North Florida on Thursday October 20th at 8:30am (A)
 Florida International University on Thursday October 20th at 11:00am (A)

 Interested students may sign up in guidance during 
lunch or see Mr. Tarini for further details.



COFFEE TALKS  2011-2012

 The College Application Process –Thurs., Sept. 
22nd

 Freshmenology – Thurs., Nov. 10th

 Testing Workshop – Thurs., Dec. 8th  

 The Registration Process – Thurs., Feb. 16th

 Dual Enrollment – Thurs., March 15th

 Credit & Grade Point Average Recovery - Thurs., 
April 12th

 How to Search for Colleges & How to Apply –
Thurs., May 3rd



COLLEGE CAMPUS TOUR

 For Park Vista High School Students
 Sponsored by College Campus Trips
 March 19, 20 and 21, 2012
 (Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of Spring 

Break)
 The cost of the tour is $399.00
 contact Mr. Dewalt in the Guidance Office 

(561-491-8438 or 
rick.dewalt@palmbeachschools.org) beginning 
Tuesday, September 6th, 2011.



Resources:

 www.pvchs.com

 www.ncaaclearinghouse.org

 www.facts.org

 www.collegeboard.com

 www.act.org

 www.fldoe.org

 Bright Futures: 
www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/

http://www.pvchs.com/
http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.org/
http://www.facts.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.act.org/
http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/


Know your student’s Guidance 
Counselor:

 A- Da – Peter Tarini       

 De- I – Patty Tyler

 J-M – Mary Turner

 N- Se – Rick DeWalt

 Sf- Z – Betsy Lyon

 504 Students & Academy Coordinator 
– Megen Stair




